
ASSEMBLY MEASURE 
EDUCATION TRANSPORT 
 
Legislative Competence 
 
The Education and Inspections Act 2006 received Royal Assent on 8th November 2006.  
The Act includes a framework power for Wales that gives the National Assembly for Wales 
an Assembly Measure-making power covering the travel of persons receiving primary, 
secondary or further education and training.  The power contained in the Education and 
Inspections Act and transferred to the National Assembly for Wales inserts in Field 5 
(education and training) a Matter enabling the National Assembly for Wales to legislate in 
relation to the provision for and in connection with the travel of persons receiving primary, 
secondary or further education or training to and from the schools or other places where 
they receive it. There are limitations to this power relating to reserved transport matters.  
 
Our legislative competence will allow us to propose Assembly Measures that address all 
aspects of current education law for home-school transport and post-16 travel schemes. 
 
Background 
 
Travel from home to education facilities, including schools and FE colleges are something 
that has attracted much attention over recent years. 
 
Labour made a commitment in its 2003 manifesto to develop a scheme for half-price bus 
travel for 16 to 18 year olds, on top of the free school bus transport that already exists 
across local authorities.  There are trials for half fare bus travel to 16 – 19 year olds 
currently being undertaken in different parts of Wales. 
 
In our manifesto for the next Assembly term we make a continued commitment to 
integrated transport across Wales to provide a better service for passengers and to ensure 
a more sustainable and green public transport network.  This extends to our expansion of 
the Safe Routes to School scheme, joining up walking and cycling routes with other forms 
of transport. 
 
We have also promised to prioritise legislation on school transport in a third term and we 
plan to use this opportunity to encourage local authorities to plan and manage travel 
services for children and young people travelling to education facilities in an efficient and 
effective manner that coheres with wider transport matters and is integrated with the plans 
of regional transport consortia prepared in response to the Wales Transport Strategy. 
 
Matters such as seatbelts on buses, vehicle standards and licensing remain non-devolved 
and responsibility for them rests with the Department for Transport. 
 
Legislative Content 
 
We propose to consult on a Measure that would provide: 
 
• a duty for local authorities to plan and manage a coherent travel service for learners 

across the authority, including provision for cycling and walking routes. 
 
• a duty for local authorities to promote education travel by means other than private car. 
 



• clarification of local authorities responsibility for the safety and well being of learners 
travelling on transport contracted by the authority. 

 
• a duty to devise and publish codes of conduct for behaviour and sanctions for 

misbehaviour. 
 
• a duty for local authorities to make available information about travel entitlement and 

services provided for all age groups. 
 
• a provision to take into account the desire of parents / guardians for Welsh medium 

education when making travel plans and arrangements. 
 
• a duty for a school / FE institution governing body to assign responsibility for 

overseeing travel arrangements to a senior member of staff.   
 
• a duty for a school / FE institution governing body to care for pupils when arriving at or 

leaving the premises.   
 
• a power for the Welsh Ministers to issue guidance to enable the Government to make 

clear its expectations on authorities on good practice of non-devolved matters such as 
the use of seat belts, CRB checks of drivers and escorts, and vehicle and driver 
licensing standards. 

 
• a regulation-making power to define the entitlement of learners to transport which is 

currently determined by age and the distance of the available route from a child or 
young person’s home to their school or place of learning.  There is currently no 
entitlement to free transport for learners outside statutory age education. 


