
LEGISLATIVE COMPETENCE ORDER 
CHILD POVERTY AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN 
 
Background 
 
The main piece of legislation which deals with the subject area is the Children Act 1989 
which has been amended with increasing frequency.  Other significant provisions bearing 
on the welfare of vulnerable children are spread between the acts such as the Education 
Act 2002, the Adoption and Children Act 2002, Community Care Acts as well as the 
Children Act 2004. 
 
Policy Objective 
 
Primarily the objective of gaining competence in the matter of vulnerable children would be 
for the Assembly to provide a Measure which consolidates and clarifies a currently 
complex area of law.  Consolidation would assist more effective implementation by the 
wide range of delivery organisations.  
 
In addition the Assembly would be able to provide a Measure which gave effect to the 
objective in our manifesto that all public bodies will have a duty to make and to 
demonstrate their contribution to tackling child poverty. 
 
Outline of the Order 
 
We would look to amend Part 1 of Schedule 5 to the Government of Wales Act 2006 so as 
to add a “matter” under field 15 (social welfare) concerning Part 111 of the Children Act 
1989 Act, Part 1 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002, the Carers (Recognition and 
Services) Act 1995, Carers and Disabled Children Act 2000, sections 2 and 3 of the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970, section 47 of the National Health Service 
and Community Care Act 1990, subsections (2)(j) and (k) of Section 14 of the Education 
Act 2002, section 89 Children Act 1989, Part 111 of the Children Act 2004, section 87 (d) 
of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998, Part 11 of the Childcare Act 2006, the 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2006 by way of Order in Council under section 95 
of the 2006 Act.  Subsection (1)(a) of the 2006 Act permits Her Majesty by Order in 
Council to amend Part 1 of Schedule 5 to add a matter which relates to one or more of the 
fields listed in that Part.  The inclusion of such a matter would enable the Labour in the 
Assembly to bring forward “Assembly Measures” relating to vulnerable children and child 
poverty. 


