
ASSEMBLY MEASURE 
14-19 LEARNING PATHWAYS 
 
Legislative Competence 
 
The Assembly is able to make a Measure without a Legislative Competence Order where 
there is a framework provision in an Act of Parliament.  The Education and Inspections Act 
2006 received Royal Assent on 8th November 2006.  The Act includes a framework power 
for Wales (178 (1) (d, g and h)) to enable WAG to legislate under the entitlement to 
primary, secondary and further education and to training, in support of 14-19 Learning 
Pathways. 
 
Background 
 
The Assembly Government has had a well established policy objective of creating 
diversified learning pathways for 14 to 19 year olds which will allow individual students the 
opportunity to gain an education that suits their particular needs. 
 
It is recognised that this extended diversity in learning opportunities will require systematic 
collaboration between different schools and colleges. 
 
Labour’s manifesto adds to the commitment for extending learning opportunities by 
committing the next Labour Government to provide new courses that relate directly to 
employment for young people aged over 14, within the framework of the Welsh 
Baccalaureate. 
 
The policy objective has widespread support and the preparations for implementation are 
taking place on a voluntary basis throughout the education system. Nevertheless there is a 
shared recognition that implementation will benefit from a legislative framework.   
 
Legislative Content 
 
We propose to consult on a Measure that would provide: 
 

• a duty to collaborate on schools and FEIs to secure a collaborative option menu 
offering a wide range of choice and opportunities to learners in all parts of Wales. 

 
• an entitlement for learners to a range of options from the collaborative option menu 

including options outside their lead learning setting. 
 

• an entitlement to access a wide range of experiences from the Learning Core. 
 

• an entitlement to a personal support in learning and making career choices. 
 

• a power for the Welsh Ministers to issue statutory guidance. 
 

• a power for Welsh Ministers to direct. 


